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I. AIMS
The aims of the Course are

to study fertility trends in Iran and the World
to review fertility transition theories and hypotheses
New Approaches to the Study of Fertility

I1. Course outline
A. Introduction: outline, sources, assignments
B. Fertility measures
e Data sources for the measurement of fertility
Direct measures of fertility
Indirect measures of fertility:
o The own-children method
o Rele Method
o Revers Survival Method
C. Fertility Transition
e World fertility trends and patterns
o World fertility levels and trends: Focus in Europe and Asia
o High fertility regions
o Fertility trends in Islamic countries
e Iran's Fertility transition: Recent trends and future perspectives
o Areview of fertility policies in recent years in Iran
D. Explanation of fertility trends
a. Proximate determinates of fertility (Biology, fertility and behavior)
I.  Marriage, Family and fertility
Il.  Family planning, contraception and fertility
b. Demographic transition theories (DTT)
1.DTT
2.2 DTT
c. Economic theories of fertility decline
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I.  Women, Education and Employment
d. Caldwell’s theory of fertility decline
I.  Wealth-flow theory
I1.  Education
e. Ideational change and diffusion theory of fertility transition
I.  Norms, Context, Culture and Fertility
f. Institutional determination of fertility transition
g. Gender equity and fertility transition
h. Fertility intention
E. Towards new approaches to study of fertility
I.  Parenthood and Fertility
ii.  Social network and Fertility
ii.  Maternal identity and Fertility
I11. ASSESSMENT
Assessment has THREE components:
A. Writing an essay on a fertility related issue (6 points)
B. Participation and presentation (4 points)
C. Exam (10 points)
IV. Notes

e You are required to select your topic of interest by 15/08/ 1403

e Assessment of active participation in the class will also made based on
the questions you make during the course and in each class. You are also
required to read background papers and prepare note based on your
reading related to the topic of each session.

e Your essay should be handed in by no later than 2 pm on 07/10/1403 at
the Department of Demography of University of Allameh Tabataba'i.
There will be penalty for delay after this deadline.

e Your essay will be assessed against such criteria as the outline,
Justification of the research problem, critical literature review, flow and
logic of the discussion, referencing and bibliography. Please make sure
that the work and publication of other are cited scientifically. There will
be a very harsh penalty for plagiarism.

e Your essay should be between 14-15 pages long (around 6000-7000
words) excluding tables, figures, and references. The essay should be
typed in MS word, and submitted both in electronic version and as a hard

copy.



V. Provisional schedule for MA course on Fertility, 1" Semester1403-1404

session Date Subject Note
1 31/06/1403 Introduction course description
2 07/071403 Direct measure of fertility
3 14/07/1403 Basic data source: Surveys/ Censuses/ Vital registration
4 21/07/1403 Indirect measures of fertility
5 28/07/1403 World fertility: Trend and pattern
6 5/08/1403 Low fertility in Europe and Asia
7 12/08/1403 Iran’s Fertility Transition: Past, Recent and Future Trend
8 19/08/1403 Fertility Trend in Islamic countries
9 26/08/1403 Proximate determinates of fertility
10 03/09/1403 Marriage Family and fertility
11 | 10/09/1403 Demographic transition theories: 1% and 2™
12 17/09/1403 Economic theories of fertility decline
13 24/09/1403 Caldwell’s Wealth flow theory of fertility decline
14 01/10/1403 Gender Equity and Fertility Transition, Fertility intentions
15 08/10/1403 | new approaches to study of fertility: Parenthood and Social network
16 15/10/1403 | new approaches to study of fertility: Maternal identity and Fertility
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Session: Marriage, Family and Fertility
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Session: Economic theory of fertility
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Session: Gender equity and fertility
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Session: Parenthood, Social network and fertility, Maternal identity and
fertility
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